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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: VIEWS EXPRESSED ON REGISTRATION ISSUE 
AND INDEPENDENCE DATE 

1 . DURING THE AFRIKAANS HALF-HOUR SUNDAY NIGHT TV NEWS 
BROADCAST AUGUST 13, ABOUT 20 MINUTES WERE DEVOTED TO CLIFF SAUNDERS 
INTERVIEWS IN WINDHOEK ON THE VOTER REGISTRATION ISSUE. AMONG 
THOSE INTERVIEWED WERE DTA SECY BILLY MARAIS, MRS. ABRAHAMS 
OF SWAPO-D, THE TOP REGISTRATION OFFICIALS, AKTUR LEADER DU 
PLESSIS, THLABANELLO OF SWAPO, AND SRI LANKAN KANAKARATNE OF 
AHTISAARI'S TEAM. KANAKARATNE IS APPARENTLY RESPONSIBLE 
FOR LOOKING INTO THE REGISTRATION QUESTION. HE STARTED 
REPLIES TO SAUNDERS' LOADED QUESTIONS BY REPEATING SEVERAL 
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TIMES THAT IT WAS NOT THE FUNCTION OF MR. AHTISAARI’S 
TEAM TO EXPRESS OPINIONS OR MAKE VALUE JUDGMENTS. IT WAS 
TO COLLECT FACTS ONLY TO PRESENT TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
FOR ANALYSIS IN PREPARATION OF HIS REPORT TO THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL. THROUGH PERSISTENCE SAUNDERS FINALLY HAD 
KANAKARATNE SAYING THAT THE REGISTRATION PROCEDURES AS 
THEY HAVE BEEN EXPLAINED TO HIM SEEMED BASICALLY 
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ACCEPTABLE, BUT THERE WOULD HAVE TO BE STUDY OF IMPLEMENTATION 
AND CONSIDERATION OF COMPLAINTS WHICH HAD BEEN MADE ABOUT 
IMPROPER IMPLEMENTATION. HAD PROOF OF IMPROPER PROCEDURES 
BEEN PRESENTED? NO, BUT THE PEOPLE MAKING THE CHARGES 
HAD BEEN ASKED TO PRESENT THEIR EVIDENCE IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. 

2. "THD CITIZEN" AUGUST 14 ALSO REPORTED THAT THE UN TEAM 
IS GENERALLY SATISFIED WITH THE "FAIRNESS AND LEGALITY" 

OF THE REGISTRATION AS IT HAS BEEN CARRIED OUT THUS FAR 

AND IT IS "BY NO MEANS CERTAIN" THAT THE CURRENT 

REGISTRATIONS WILL BE THROWN OUT AND THE PROCESS STARTED ANEW. 

3. ACCORDING TO EARLIER REPORTS, CHURCH LEADERS WHO MET 
LAST WEEK WITH UN SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE MARTTI AHTISAARI 
URGED DELAY OF A FREE ELECTION UNTIL APRIL OF NEXT YEAR. 

SPEAKING FOR THE GROUPS, WHICH INCLUDED REPRESENTATIVES OF 
CATHOLIC, METHODIST, AS WELL AS HIS OWN UNITED EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCHES, DR. LUKAS DE VRIES 

WAS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID THAT THE RIGHT ATMOSPHERE 
FOR A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY HAS NOT YET BEEN CREATED. 

HE ALSO CALLED FOR THE RETURN OF BETWEEN 6,000 AND 8,000 
REFUGEES AND DETAINEES TO NAMIBIA BEFORE ELECTIONS TAKE 
PLACE. FINALLY, DE VRIES URGED CHURCH REPRESENTATION 
IN THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, EMPHASIZING THE CONCILIATORY 
ROLE THE CHURCHES COULD PLAY. 
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